ISOIUUS CHAPELS, 



UETUIlN to an Onloi' of tlie Honourable The Houae of Commons, riatGfl 3 April 1835 

COPIES of a CoKUEsroNDKNCE between the Roman-catholic Priests of the 
Piii'ish of Bonis, in the County of Carlow, Robert Doi/ne, Esq., a Magistrate 
of the County of Carlow, and the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, on the subject 
of the alleged Atiknoance of the Miutahy at Roman-catholic Chapels 
of Bonis, on Sunday the 8th of February, and the following Sunday, at the 
usual hour of Divine Service, and any other Papers on this subject which have 
been communicated to the Government. 



Sui, 



Borris, February 17, 1835. 



I TAKE the liberty of forwarding to you the enclosed Memorial, hoping you 
will be p!ea.sed to })rcsent it to the Lord Lieutenant. If the soldiers continue to 
appear in arras, I fear it will greatly excite the feelings of the people, and that the 
most deplorable consequences may follow. Patiently waiting your reply, 



To Sir Wm. Gosset, 
&c- &c. 



I have, he. 

(signed) John Walsh, R. C. C. 



To His Excellency Lord Haddington, Lord Lieutenant, General Governor and 
Governor of Ireland. 

We, the undersigned Roman-catholic clergy, officiating in the parish of Borris, 
county of Cai'lovv, most respectfully beg leave to solicit your Excellency s pro- 
tection for the free and jreacoable exercise of our religion. On the last and the 
preceding Sunday we were obliged to close our chapel and refrain from the public 
exercise of the rites of our religion. We have been induced to adopt this extraor- 
dinary and unprecedented course by the conduct of Robert Doyne, Esq., a magis- 
trate of this county, and iindcr-agent to Thomas Kayenagh, Esq., one of the repre- 
.spntatives for this county. On Sunday the 8th instant, Mr. Doyne went to 
Goresbridge, in the county of Kilkenny, and brought with company of 

soldiers, to have them stationed at the entrance to the chapel of Borrrs, or the 
purpose of preventing some voters for Mr. Kavenagh being hooted by the 
people, and, in case they meet any opposition, to force an entrance for them into 
the House of God. On last Sunday the military and all the police attended for 
the same object. We are informed that they are to attend on next Sunday, lor 
the same purpose, , , , ^ ,, -nr 

We are convinced, that if we permitted the people to assemb e on ei her of 
these days, the most deplorable consequences would most probably have followed. 
We were obliged to have the chapel closed, and not permit the people and the 
military to cm, a iir collision. The excitement usually following a con ested 
election was, previous to this occurrence, gradually subsiding, and would before 
this have entirely ceased, had not the military been ordered to attend under 

arms at the chapel. , tx n ^ • j- .• 

We moat rcsMctfully and earnestly beseech your Excellency to give direct, ons 
for the military to discontinue appearing armed at the entrance ol our P^e of 
religious worship, for whilst they contirrue to do so, we cannot assemble the 
people to worship their God, fearing that murder would follow. We humb j 
conceive that the ordinary course of administering the law is quite sufflcientto 



198. 
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punish any violation of it, which might arise from the causes wc have mentioned. 
We look to your Excellency’s impartiality to remove the jn-etext of exciting the 
reiigioiis feelings of the people. 



Whilst wc remain, &c. 
(.signrd) John IVcUsh, P. P. 

Richard R.C.C. 

John /PWi'/ri li.C.C. 



t^jj. Dublin Castle, i8tli Fcbrnary 183,-5. 

The Lord Lieutenant directs me to forward to you the enclosed representation 
addressed to his Excellency by the officiating Roman-catholic clergy in the 
parish of Borri.s, complaining that you had ordered the attendance of a military 
party on two successive Sundays at the entrance to the chapel of tlial town 5 and 
to request that you will furni.sh, for his Excellency’s information, a statement of 
the circumstances under which you ordered the troops to attend on the occasions 
in question. 

1 beg that the eiiclosuve.s may be returned. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Gossel. 

Robert Doync, Esq., J. P., 

Tullow Cottage, Tiillow. 



Sir, Bon'ia, Goresbridge, 5th March 1835. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge tiie receipt of your letter, dated afilli ull., 
enclosing a memorial of the Rev. Me.s.srs. Walsh and Buggy, Roman-catholic 
clergymen of Bonds, complaining, as they state, of iny having, upon two successive 
Sundays, placed a military party at the entrance to their place of religious worship, 
and requesting that I would furnish, for the information of his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, a statement of the circumstances under which I ordered the troops to 
attend on the occa.sious in question. 

Ill reply I beg to state, that for three week.? after the election, the parish of 
Borris was in a state of total insubordination. At every chapel throughout that 
extensive district, large masses of the peasantry assembled at the chapels and in 
the public roads on each successive Sabbatli-duy, and savagely ill-treated such 
of the Roman-catholic electors as voted for Colonel Brueu ami Mr. Kavanagh. 
Their pews were entered, the electors dragged out of the chapels, and their wives 
and families inhumanly beaten. These occurrences took place in some instances 
in the presence of the priests, without the slighte.st exertion on tlieir parts to 
prevent those outrages and scandalous violation of the public peace, as will 
appear by the enclosed copy of sworn information, marked No. 1. 

In the chapel of Borris, one man, named Edward Mulligan, was assaulted, 
dragged out into the yard, where he was knocked clowm, pelted with stones, and 
but for the humane interference of some of his friends, he most probably might 
have been killed. As a resident magistrate, I was called upon by several Roman- 
catholics to afford them the protection of the laws, and in the impartial discharge 
of my duty, I advised the persons upon whom assaults were committed to summon 
the parties to the petty sessions of Borris, on the ()lh of February, upon which 
occasion there were nine magistrates upon the bench, among whom were Messrs. 
Blackney and Vigors; four men were ordered to find bail to appear at the next 
quarter sessions for trial, for the assault upon Mulligan as above referred to. 
Before the court rose, the said Edward Mulligan asked for protection on the 
following Sunday ; and as Messrs. Walsh and Buggy, by the most inflammatory 
speeches from the altar, had kept the people in a state of great excitement ; 
fearing a breach of the peace, 1 ordered the military to attend from Goresbridge. 
On their arrival they occupied the inn, which is so situate as not to be even in 
view of the chapel, nor within I suppose 600 yards of it ; and I have the honour 
to assure you, for the information of his Excellency, that so far from appearing 
at t]\Q entra 7 }ce to the chapel, which is the whole complaint of the memorialists, 
the military never made their appearance in the streets after they took up’their 
quarters on tlieir arrival. The memorialists assert, that I intended to force an 
entrance into the chapel in case any opposition were given to the electors; this 

1 deny 
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J deny in the most unqualified terms ; for iiiy object was to preserve the peace, 
and in doing so, as will appear by tlie accompanying documents, I adopted the 
best course to prevent the possibility of a collision between the military and the 
populace. 

On the second Sunday the military did not take up their quarters wiiiiin 
a quarter of a mile of the chapel, although stated by llie Messrs. Walsh and 
Buggy they were stationed at the entrance to the chapel, or, as they prav, in 
tlieir memorial, “We beseech your Excellency to give directions for the mil'itary 
lo discontinue appearing armed at the entrance of our place of religious worship,” 
being stationed in the Sessions-house at the end of the town, the chapel being at 
the other extremity. 

So far I trust I have, to the satisfaction of his Excellency, refuted the statements 
made by the memorialists, and on a perusal of the enclosed informations, I confi- 
dently hope he will find that I acted in ray official capacity \vilh as much pru- 
dence as the circnmstancos of the case required. 

The meiTiorialists further state, that the “ ordinary course of administering the 
laws was quite sufficient to preserve the peace;” in reply to which I have only to 
observe, tliat where the Roman-catholic clergymen had been mainly instrumental 
in producing the^fierce excitement which led to breaches of the peace, and where 
men's lives were openly threatened, some beaten, and a young female thrown 
from tlic gallery of the chapel of Borris, I had no alternative but to call upon the 
military ; and I here solemnly state, that in no instance did I directly or indi- 
rectly make any invasion on the religious feelings of the people, but on the con- 
trary, my object was to protect the respectable Roman-catholics in the due exer- 
cise of their right as British subjects, to attend tbeir place of worship without 
molestation. 

I have now the honour to inform you, that since the excitement ceased, the 
military have not been called upon; and I cannot help here stating, that the 
Roman-catholic clergymen, in refusing to say Mass, on pretence of having the 
military in the town, intended by this subterfuge to keep up excitement to serve 
their own purposes, by intimidating those electors who voted contrary to tbeir 
mandates, so as to prevent their doing so upon any future occasion ; in fact it was 
tbeir mode of commencing a new canvass, upon which principle they have acted 
since the close of the poll at the late election, by a total prohibition from their 
presence of those o£ their miscreant flock, as they termed those who disobeyed 
them ; and one priest, within my hearing, went so far as to say, in reply to an 
elector (who a few moments before had been dragged out of the chapel), on his 
appealing to him if he (the elector) had not as much right to go to his devotions 
as another, “ that he had no business in the house of God,” or in his own words, 

Wliiit brought you there?” 1 hey have also preached the doctrine of exclusive 
dealing, and for the people to hold no communion whatever with the supporters 
at the election of the representatives for this county. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Jlokri Doym, J. P. 

P. A'. —I wrote to the officer of the 8gih regiment, who commanded upon the 
occasion above referred to, but have as yet received no reply, winch accounts for 
not answering your letter before this. ^ ^ 

I have this moment received this letter, and herewith enclose it. jijy 

To Sir Wm. Gosset, 

&c. &c. 



(Enclosure No. 1.) 

County of CarlowlTHE informations of Patrick Roadie of Borris, in said county, 
to wit. J who deposetli and .saith, that on Sunday the ist day of Feb- 
ruary lie attended Mass at the chapel of Borris, where he heard the 
Revi John Walsh, sen., proclaim from the altar his intention of making a collec- 
tion on the following Sunday, for the purpose of raising a for ‘“ pay- 
ment of fines inSieted by the magistrates, on persons found gu ty » • 

Deponent further swears that this dedaratioii had scarcely passed the priest s Ups 
198. ^ 
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when a movement took place by some people near the chapel door towards the 
steps of the gallery, wliere Edward Mulligan, the only freelioldcr in liie chapei 
who opposed the priest’s party at the late election for said comity, was then 
sitlinff, but who were prevented, as deponent believes, attacking the said free- 
holder, by a person who stood at the foot of the gallery ,• hut as soon as the priest 
turned round to quit the altar, a simultaneous rush was nuide up to the gallery 
where the said freeholder, Edward Mulligan, was, and wiio in an instant was 
clra^c^ed olf his knees, thrown down the stairs, nearly 20 feet high, and brutally 
elected from the chapel, and when outside pelted with stones and otherwise 
assaulted, and had it not been for the humaae and manly conduct of some of the 
people of Rorris, deponent verily believes the consequences would have been 
fatal to the said Mulligan. Deponent further swears, that the v\ hole of lliis dis- 
graceful scene was perpetrated in consequence of llie cncoumgcmcut held out by 
the aforesaid priest, viz,, that he would raise a fniid for the purpose of jiaying Uie 
fines inflicted by the magistrate, s upon those persons found guilty of assaults, a,s 
deponent verily believes, on those freeholders who oppo,scd the priesTs party at 
the late election for said county. 

Sworn before me, thi,5 loth day of Fcliruary 1835. 

(signed) IXolicrl Doync. 

(A true copy.) 

Robert Dqy7?t’. 



(Enclosure No. 2.) 

County of Carlow\Ti-iE information of Michael Nowlan, of Ilahecndarrah, farmer 
to wit. J in the parish of Kiltenal, barony of Idrone East, and in the 
county of Carlou', who, being duly examined and awoim, saiih, that on Sunday the 
1st day of February 1835, he went to the chapel of llahanna, and on entering 
the chapel-yard, a crowd collected about him and commenced jostling liiin from 
one to another, and Patrick Colcnuin, of Knocksquire, dragged him out of the 
yard. Informant was then struck by three others (namely, William Bryan, 
Edward Leech, and Michael Brennan,) and knocked down. Informant further 
swears that when he was struck, he was told that it was because his father voted 
for Messrs. Bruen and Kavanagh at the late election. 

Michael Noxclan. 

Sworn before me, this 2d day of March 1 835. 

Robert Doyne. 



(Enclosure No. 3.) 

County of CarlowjTHE information of Richard Kelly, sub-constable, county of 
to wit. j Carlow, who, being duly exam ined and sworn, ,saith, tliat on 
Sunday the 1st day of February 1835, iiiforraant went to Mass to the chapel of 
Borris, and while in the chapel, before divine service was over, a rush was made 
up the stairs to the gallery, where Edward Mulligan was sitting, a freeholder who 
voted at the late election for Thomas Kavanagh and Colonel Bmon, Esquires, 
a number u_f people collected round him and dragged him oif his seat down the 
stairs and into the chapel-yard ; informant ran to his assistance, and was joined 
by a few more of Thomas Kavanagh, Esquire’s, workmen, who enabled the said 
Edward Mulligan to make his escape out of the chapel-yard from the mob. 
Informant further swears, that when the said Edward Mulligan was dragged out 
of the chapel into the chapel-yard, be wa.s grossly assaulted, and mud and gravel 
thrown into Ins face. Informant also swears that Thomas Kihoe, James Kilioe, 
and Patrick Cody, were aiding and assisting the said riotous mob. The aforesaid 
Patrick Cody states tliat he is a stranger, and came from the Walsh mountains. 

(signed) Richard Kelly. 

Sworn before me this day of February 1833. 

(signed) Robert Doync. 
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County of CavIow|TnE information of Patrick Holden, of Borris, labourer in said 
to Wit. J county, who being duly examined and sworn before the 
bench ot magistrates presiding at Borris petty sessions, on Friday the 6th day of 
bcbruary deposeth and saith, that a riot took place in the cliapel-vard of 

Borns, on Sunday the 1st day of said month, and that Edward Brian, of Kyle, in 
the said county, 01m of the principals in said riot, being duly served with a sum- 
mons to appear at Borris petty sessions, on Friday the 6th instant, contemptuously 
rcluscd to obey said summons, and did not appear, for which offence he was con- 
victed. Informant swears that he saw the aforesaid Edward Brian thvowinn- stones 
and assaulting a boy of the name of James Roach. ° ’ 

Patrick PMden. 

•Sworn before me tliis lotli day of February 1S35. 

(signed) Hubert Doyne. 



My dear Sir, Carlow, 2S February ]S35. 

On my return home tliis evening from the bridge of Old Leighlin, I received 
your note, and am really surprised to hear that it has been stated that the soldiers 
were placed at the entrance to Borris chapel on Sunday the 8th instant, and 
following Sunday. 

You are aware that I was not at Borris on the 8th, but having attended there 
in your absence, and at your request, on Sunday the 15th, I can most positively 
state, that during the stay of the military, they were kept in the Court-house, 
which you know is at the extreme end of the village, and a long distance from 
the chapel ; and they could not have been there without my knowledge. In 
fact, the only time tlie soldiers were near the chapel was when passing it in the 
morning, on their march from Graignamana, and the same when returning in the 
evening. 

Yours, &c. 

(signed) James Battersby. 

Robert Doyne, Esq. 



Sir, Borris, Goresbrldge, 1 March 1835. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th ultimo, stating that 
the officiating Roman-catholic clergymen of Borris had memorialed the Govern- 
ment, complaining of your having placed the military, on Sunday the 8th of Feb- 
ruary last, at the entrance to their place of religious worship; and requesting 
I woirld give ray testimony as to the disposition of the troops upon that day in the 
town of Borris. 

In reply, I beg to state, that the troops marched into Borris about nine o’clock 
on the day in question, and went direct to the inn, which is a considerable dis- 
tance from the chapel, and not in view of it; and then they remained within 
doors (a sentry being placed over them), till about five o'clock' in the evening, 
when they marched back to Goresbridge. The above statement I can verify upon 
oath when called upon. 

I have, &c. 

(.signed) H. IJatckshaw, Chief Constable. 

Robert Doyne, Esq., Borris. 



Dear Sir, Dunleckney, Bagnalstown, 2 March 1S35. 

I HAVE just received your note, stating that the Lord Lieutenant has received 
a memorial from the Rev. Messrs. Walsh and Buggy, complaining that the 
military were placed at the chapel-gate on Sunday the 15th of February, the 
day on which I attended tlie military at Borris ; and requesting I wnuld state the 
facts of the case as they occurred. 

In reply, I beg to state, the military were the whole of that day stationed m 
the Court-house, which is, I believe, at least a quarter of a n«le from the chapel ; 

198. A3 
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and did not at any time make limit appearance in tim street except witen comins 
into the town and leaving it. So gvoimdless an accusation ( never lieard of being 



laid before the Covernnient. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) IValler NewUm, J.I\ 



Robert Doync, Ksq,, J. P., Bomd. 



gj,. Kell.'!, 4 Marciv t83,5. 

In answer to your letter of the istMarcIi, relative to the situation of tlic party 
under my command in the village ofBorris, 1 have inudi pleasure in staling, that 
I certainly did not see the chapel ; and I am convinced that none ol the incn 
could, as i placed them all ill one room, 200 or 300 yards distance, from the 
chapel, under charge of a sentry, with orders not to allow ihem to go out ol his 
si"ht/wliich order was strictly complied with. And I have no hesitation in 
savin", that whoever said that you had placed the men at the cha[)cl door asserted 
a falsehood ; more particularly as the priest himself refused to celebrate the mass, 
and closed the doors of the chapel ; at the same time saying that he would not do 
so, so long as the military were in the village, 

I remain, &c. 



(signed) C'. King, 

Lieutenant 8f)tli Regiment, 



R, Doyne, Esq., Magistrate, Borris. 

P..51, You are at liberty to make whatever use you choose of this letter. 



Sir, 



Dublin Castle, 14 March 1B35. 



1 HAVE it in command from the Lord Lieutenant to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 17th ultimo, and its accompanying memorial of the Roman- 
catholic clergy officiating in the parish of Borris, complaining that military were 
placed, by. the order of Robert Doyne, Esq., a magistrate of the county of 
Carlow, on two successive Sundays, at the entrance of your place of worship. 

His Excellency having called upon Mr, Doyne to furnisli a .statement of the 
circumstances under which he ordered the troop.s to attend on the occasions in 
question, I am directed to acquaint you, that Mr. Doyne has represented in 
reply, that, for three weeks after the election, the parisli of Borris was in a state 
of total insubordination. That at every chapel in that extensive district large 
masses of the peasantry assembled at the chapels and on the iiublie roads on each 
successive Sabbath, and savagely ill-treated such of the Roman-catholic electors 
as voted for Colonel Bruen and Mr. Kavanagh ; entering their pcw,s, dragging 
them out of their chapels, and inhumanly beating their wives and families, 
without the slightest exertion of the clergy to prevent these outrages. It is also 
stated, that a serious assault was made upon a man named Mnlligau, who was 
dragged out into the chapel-yard, and, but for the interference of his friends, might 
probably have been killed. From these and other similar circumstances which 
were brought before the magistrates at petit sessions, Mr. Doyne, fearing a 
breach of the peace, ordered the military to attend from Goresbridge ; and he 
affirms, that on their arrival they were so situated as not to be even in view 
of the chapel, nor, it is supposed, within 600 hundred yards of it ; and they 
never made their appearance in the streets. On the second Sundeiy, Mr. Doyne 
states, that the military did not take up their quarters within a quarter of a mile 
of the chapel, although the memorialists state that the troop.s were stationed 
at the entra.nce to the chapel. Coupling the above facts with others of a nature 
equally illegal, such as the open threats a|ainst the lives of individuals, personal 
ill-treatment of them, and the throwing of a young girl from the gallery of the 
chapel of Borris, bis Excellency thinks that Mr. Doyne had no alternative than 
that which he adopted for the preservation of the peace: in doing which it ia 
positively denied that there was any invasion on the religious feeling of the people. 



The Rev. J. Walsh, R.C.C., Borris. 



I am, Sir, &c. 

(signed) 



William Gosset. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




MILITy\RY AT IlOMAN-CATHOLIC CHAPELS 01 ' liOURlS. ; 



O’Diennc’.s Mote), Sackville-sfreet, 
i6 March 1835. 

With reference to a Memorial lately sent to the Lord Lieutenant by three 
Rornau-catholic clergymen ot the parish of liorris, reflecting on my conduct as a 
magistrate, as well as to my answer to the Government on the subject, I have the 
iionoiir to state, that it would be extremely satisfactory to me to know the determi- 
nation of bis Excellency as regards my conduct on tlie occasions alluded to by 
the memorialists. I have tberefore to request the favour of a copy of his Ex- 
cellency’s reply to said memorialists at the earliest convenience. 

I have, &c. 



Sir William Gosset. 



(signed) Robert Doyne. 



Si>’? Dublin Castle, 17 March 1835. 

1 13 EG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday, referring to the 
representation made by the Roman-catholic clergy of Borris, reflecting on your 
conduct as a magistrate, and requesting to be granted a copy of the Lord Lieu- 
tenant’s reply to that representation. 

^ I have the honour, by command of the Lord Lieutenant, to inform you, that 
his Excellency is quite satisfied, from the explanation and the proofs which you 
Inivc afforded in this matter, that the statement in question was not founded in 
fact, and has communicated with the memorialists to that effect. 

I have, kti. 

To Robert Doyne, Esq., (signed) JVilliam Gosaet. 

O’ Dionne’s Hotel, Sackville-street. 



Sir, Borris, ip March 1835. 

Tm reply to your letter of the 14th, communicating to me the substance of Mr. 
Doyne’s defence to the charges preferred against him in the Memorial of the 
Roman-catholic clergy of this parish, and forwarded Lo you on the 17th of 
h'eliruary, I take the liberty of stating, that the facts stated by Mr. Doyne in his 
justification are literally untrue, as 1 hope will appear from the accompanying 
inemorial, and the resolutions of the inhabitants of this parish,. 3vhich 1 have the 
honour of forwarding to you for his Excellency’.s information. We demand the 
most rigid inquiry into the truth of the statements made by Mr. Doyne, all of 
vvbich, excepting the case of Mulligan, we are prepared to prove to be untrue. 
Expecting this act of justice from his Excellency, 

1 have, &c. 

Sir William Gosset, (signed) John Walsh, R. C.C. 

&c. &c. &c. 



To His Excellency Lord Haddington, Lord Lieutenant, General Governor, and 
Governor of Ireland. The Memorial- of the undersigned Roman-catholic 
Clergy of the Parish of Borris, County Carlow, 

Humbly showeth, 

That your Memorialists feel grateful to your Excellency for communicating 
to them the substance of Mr. Doyne’s defence, forwarded to your Excellency in 
answer to the charges preferred against higi. by your memorialists in their me- 
morial of the 1 7th of last February. We feel happy in being able to furnish your 
Excellency with such answers to Mr. Doyne’s statements as we are confident will 
amply vindicate the character of the inhabitants of this part of the county from 
the charo-es brought against them by Mr. Doyne, and also convince your Excel, 
lency that your memorialists are incapable of submitting to your Excellency s 
consideration any statement not founded on truth. 

Your memorialists beg leave to inform your Excellency, that they did not state 
(as Mr. Doyne asserts) that the military were placed at the chapel, but that he 
brought a company of soldiers from Goresbridge to have them stationed at the 
entrance of the chapel, and that the military came for that purpose : one of your 
,,,o A 4 memorialists 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




MO , 



CORRESPONDKNCE RELATIVE TO ATTENDANCE OF 



memomlists ^vas inforniea by Lieutenant King, of the S^tb, who when me- 
inorialist waited on him to know if be came to town fov the purpose ot at ending 
with his men at the chapel on that day, he informed meraormhst that he was 
brought for that purpose, when called on by the magistrate, ibis interview 
took place half an hour before the usual time for first mass; and immediately 
after Mr Hawkshaw, the police chief, with his men, with fixed bayonets, inarclicd 
up end down the street before the chapel ; under these circumstances, your me- 
morialists determined not to have mass in the chapel, and dispersed the people 
then assembled, and there being no persons at the chapel, the military had no 

pretext for appearing there. . „ , . r .1 1 c. .1 i 

In reply to Mr. Doynes first assertion, “that lor three weeks alter the elec- 
tion, the parish of Bovris was in a state of total insubordination,” we beg leave 
to assure your Excellency, that this is not the truth; on the two Sundays next 
after the election, the people attended at and retired from the diflerent chapels in 
this parish without manifesting the slightest symptoms of disturbance.^ Your 
memorialists beg leave to inform your Excellency, tluit ibe first cau.se of cxche- 
ment in this part of the county originated with Mr. Doync. lie caused fire- 
work.s and illuminations to be got up to celebrate the return of Colonel Bruen and 
Mr. KavanaMi; numbers of the country people attended, and were conducting 
themselves most peaceably and orderly, when they were driven by Mr. Hawk- 
shaw and the police out of the town, the police acting as partisans by illuminat- 
ing their barracks : this treatment so irritated the people, that had one of your 
memorialists not interposed, the most deplorable consequences might have 



ensued. 

Mr. Doyne 2dly states, “that at every chapel in this district large mnssc.s of 
the peasantry assembled and savagely ill-lveated such of the Roman-catholic 
electors as voted for Colonel Bruen and Mr. Kavanagh, entering tlicir pews, and 
dragging them out of the chapels, &c. &c., without the slightest exertion of the 
clergy to prevent these outrages.” Your memorialists most positively and so- 
lemnly assure your Excellency that the above statement is unfounded and false, 
and they most earnestly solicit the most rigid inquiry into its truth. Memorialists 
take this opportunity of informing your Excellency, that the only voter who was 
ever taken out of any chapel in this parish, or so assaulted, was a person named 
Mulligan, and that he came into the chapel at the conclusion of mass, and that 
he was accompanied by several other persons in the employment of Thomas 
Kavanagh, Esq., who assaulted the people in the chapcl-yavd before Mulligan 
was taken out of the chapel ; they were convicted of this offence, and fined by the 
magistrates, which fine memorialists are ready to prove. Mr. Doyne promised to 
pay. The persons who assaulted Mulligan were two or liiree women and chil- 
dren, strangers, and in no way connected with thb ])ariah. Memorialists beg to 
state, that no outrage occurred in the presence of any one of them, and whenever 
they perceived the slightest disposition to disturbance, they immediately sup- 
pressed it. And on the day that Mulligan was assaulted, the parish priest de- 
clared, before commencing mass, that if there was any disturbance or disorder in 
the chapel be would not say mass. The same admonition was given at first 
mass, and in all the country chapels. Your memorialists feel much concern that 
expressions so injurious to their characters should go before the imblic through 
the medium of the press, before they ever heard they were made, or received 
your Excellency’s answer to their memorial. Your memorialists solicit from 
your Excellency’s impartiality an opportunity of vindicating their characters, and 
proving by the most incontrovertible evidence, that the charges preferred by Mr. 
Doyne against them are literally untrue. 

In reply to Mr. Doyne’s assertion, that a young girl was thrown from the gal- 
lery of the chapel oi Borris, or from the gallery of any chapel in this parish, it 
is false and unfounded, no such occurrence having ever taken place. Your 
memorialists beg leave to inform your Excellency, that Kelly’s Inn, where the 
soldiers stopped the first day, and the Court-house, where they were stationed the 
second Sunday, command a direct view of the chapel. Your memorialists solicit 
from your Excellency the most strict inquiry into the truth of the facts slated by 
Mr. Doyne. 

And your memorialists shall ever pray. 

(signed) John Walsh, P. P. 

_ . ,T , o JohnWahh,WC.C. 

Borns, 1 9 Marcli 1835. Rkhardlhiggy, R. C. C. 
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Ala meeting' oi the parish of Rorris, held in Borris, on Tuesday the 17th of 
Marcli, for the purpose of contradicting- the statements of Mr. Robert Doyne, J. P,, 
in a letter addressed to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, justifying his conduct 
in having obstructed the Ilovnan-catliolic worship by calling out the military; 
the iollowing Resolutions were unanimously adopted ; Mr. Andrew Dalton, iri 
the chair : — 

1. Moved by Mr. Lawrence Nolan, seconded by Mr. John Kelgins. — Resolved, 
That we have heard with surprise and indignation, that Robert Doyne, Esq., 
a magistrate of this county, when called upon by the Lord Lieutenant to answer 
charges brought against him for having called out the military from Gorcsbridge, 
for the purpose of attending at the chapel of Borris, on the 8th of February, has 
most lalsely misrepresented this parish, by stating, tliat for three weeks after the 
election, the entire parish of Borris was in a state of total in,subordination. To 
this us,sertion, we give the most direct and unqualified contradiction. 

2. Moved by Mr. James Kelly, and seconded by Mr. Moses Magee. — We 
have attended the different chapels in this parish (.since tlie election) every Sunday, 
unless v\'hen prevented by Mr. Doyne’s uncalled-for and unwarrantable introduc- 
tion of the military ; and we take this public opportunity of declaring his second 
assertion untrue and unfounded ; viz., that the Roman-catholic electors of Colonel 
Bi’uen and Mr. Kavanagh were savagely ill-treated on each successive Sabbath; 
their pews entered ; they themselves dragged out of the chapels ; that these 
occurrences took place, in several instance.s, in the present of the priests, without 
the slightest exertion on their part to prevent them : this we declare to be as false 
an assertion as has ever been made, and we challenge inquiry into the facts. The 
only person who was in any way ill-treated, wa.s a man named Mulligan, who 
came to the chapel after mass, attended by several others, who commenced as- 
saulting the people in the cbapcl-yard, before Mulligan was put out of the 
chapel, which was done by persons, strangers, and in no way connected with the 
parish. 

3. Moved by Mr. William Phelan, seconded by John Doyle.- -As Roman-ca- 
tholics and British subjects, we feel ourselves insulted in being, by the uncalled-for 
interference of Mr. Doyne, prevented from the free and uncontrolled exercise of 
our religion, he having brought a military and police force to our chapel on 
Sunday. 

4. ' Moved by Mr. Thomas Murphy, seconded by Mr. David Nolan. — That our 
e.steeraed and venerable pastor and his assistants arc entitled to our lasting grati- 
tude for their prudence and discretion, in closing our parish chapel on the 8th and 
15th of February; for, we are convinced, that if the people were allowed to 
assemble, their lives would be in imminent danger, from the strong and vindictive 
feelings of the parties concerned. 



Gentlemen, Dublin Castle, 31 March 1835. 

Yona furth0r memorial of the 19th instant, respecting your complaint ngainst 
Robert Doyne, Esq., a magistrate of the county of Carlow, having been laid 
before the Lord Lieutenant, I am commanded to inform you that alter having 
gone over the whole case, and after duly considering it, his Excellency was of 
opinion that no good result could follow from ordering an investigation. Being 
most anxious that excitement should cease, and that the different parties m le 
country should live in peace and amity, it appears to his Excellency that an inves- 
tigation, such as you solicit, could only have the effect of inci-easing animosity 
and keeijing excitement alive. Besides these considerations, it does not seem that 
you have shown any ground for criminating the magistrate m the execution ot bis 
Lty, on the two Lndays on which the police and military were assembled in 
Borris. 

There are, however, two points brought forward in yonr present statement, and 
for the first time made known to the Government, which his Excellency has 
directed to be inquired into by the Inspector-general of Police, hirst, tliat on 
the night that fireworks and illuminations were got up to celebrate the rau.ii u 
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Colonel Bi'uen and Mr. Kaviiiiagh, numbers of tlie couiU)y ])eople attended, and 
•were conducting themselves most peaceably and orderly, when tliey wore driven by- 
Mr. Havvkshaw and the police out of the town uml, secondly, “ the police 
acting as partizans by illuminating tlicir barracks.’’ 

.1 am, &c. 

(signed) inU'unn Go.sseL 

The Reverend Messrs. Walsh and Buggy, 

Borris. 



Sir, Dublin Castle, 31 March 1835, 

The Lord Lieutenant desires me to put you in posse.ssion of the enclosed copies 
of a memorial received from the Roman-catholic Clergy of the ])iirisli of Burri.s 
in the county of Carlow, upon matters arising out of the late election, and of the 
reply which, by lii.s Excellency’s direction, 1 addressed to these gcntlcineu. 

There are two points in the above memorial, to which liis Excellency i.s anxious 
to draw your attention, where it is stated, first, “ that on the night that lireworks 
and illurainatioii.s were got up to celebrate the return of Colonel llrueu and 
Mr. Kavanagh, numbers of the country people attended, and were conchictiiiir 
themselves most peacefully and orderly, when they were driven by Mr. Ilawkshaw 
and the police out of the town;” and, secondly, “ the police acting as |)ariizans by 
illuminating their barracks and it is his Excellency’s pleasure, that you will, at 
your earliest convenience, investigate on the spot into the points above alluded'to 
and report thereon for his decision. 

I have, &c. 

Sir J. Harvey, (signeil) WUl'uwi Cosset. 

&c. &c. 



Petty SessioDS House, Borris, County Carlow, 

4 April 1835. 

Sir John Harvey having attended here at 1 2 o'clock this day for the purpose of 
mvestigatmg certain charges preferred against chief constable Mawksliaw, by the 
lyv. hi essi-s. Walsh and Buggy, Homan-catholic clergymen of Borris, in a petition 
addressed to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, and having sent to aiiiirise the 
reverend geiiLlemen of his arrival and readiness to proceed in the innuiry, pnrsuunt 
to a communication addressed by Sir John Harvey to them from Dubliii, under 
date Wednesday istmst., was immediately waited upon by Mr, Walsh, senior, 
and by hiin rnformed, that the commumcation referred to had not reached Mr. 
Walsh until yesterday morning (Friday 3d), and that he had immediately answered 
1 by saying, that Ills two curates, Messrs. Walsh and Buggy, bolli being absent, and 
It being uncertain whp they would return, it would lie impossible to liold tlie 
decidedly unfavourable to tlie accusing party, 
S. Saturday gtli.) Under these circumstances, Sir John Harvey has 

feint his indispensable duty to adjourn lire inquiry to a day when it may be coii- 
vement to all parties to attend. Mr. Walsh haying stated' that on Monday next, 

' to tta 

(signed) J. Humtj. ■ 



Liubiin, 7 April 1S35. 

Im compliance with the instructions conveyed to me in your letter of the 31st 
u L, I immediately (on the 1st), wrote to the Kev. Messrs. Walsh and Buggy ap- 
poinlmg Saturday the qtli rust., at 12 o’clock, for holding the inquiry at BorHs hi 

S imartob o^?e°l°sb'’ 1“' n f'®® P^-^ferred (affer an interval 

for ho Lonret theVlice of Borris. 

Borris fZrt e LI M Tf 1“*^ ""A ■’“"““'■y Ou my arrival at 

were absent on « private ' hulm Quee“rt ‘t'“ ' 

of my letter (of the 1st) not Lvmg be;n‘roeefyS"ry^”“riil‘L“3"rV ™ 

therefore 
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tlierefore under the necessity of remaining in the county of Carlow until Monday 
the 6lh, to which day I accordingly adjourned the inquiry. 

The Minutes of Evidence taken before me, 1 have the honour to enclose, and 
to submit as my opinion, and report, with reference to them and to the facts then 
elicited, and to those which have otherwise come to my knowledge, that in clear- 
ing the streets of the town of Borris on the evening referred to, the chief constable 
and police acted under the positive and repeated orders of the only magistrate in 
the village, and that it has not been proved by any concurrent testimony that any 
act of intemperance or violence on the part of the chief constable or llie police was 
committed against any individual. Those who have sworn the contrary have all 
been compelled to admit — 

1st. That they sustained no bodily hurt or injury. 

2d. That they could not identify any one of the policemen by whom they were 
"charged with fixed bayonets.” 

3d. That they are unable to bring forward a single witness of their own party, 
who saw the transaction, though the street was full of people. 

4tb. That they never made at the time or since, or thought of making, any 
complaint or application for redress, either to the police aulhoritie.s, to the magis- 
trates of the district, to their own clergy, or to any other individual; andwere 
not informed that any complaint of this nature was to be preferred until Satur- 
day last the 4th instant. 

With regard to the 2d charge, " that the police acted as partisans m illumi- 
nating their barracks,” while I admit that it would have been more discreet in 
Mr ilawkshaw at once to have ordered the few candles which the womeu had 
placed in some of the windows (to protect them from being broken) to be ex- 
tino-uished, yet I trust his Excellency will make every allowance for the_ circum- 
stances in which this really humane and excellent officer was placed, io being 
suddenly called out from where he was at dinner to quell a riot which, I think 
the evidence of Mr. Doyne and the serjeant of police, as well as that of Mr. 
Charles Corkoran, a respectable Roman-catholic inhabitant, proved was threat- 
ening to become very serious, the town being full of “ strangers, and others, not 
in Mr. Kavanaali’s interest, armed with bludgeons, &e. &e. And I also beg to 
draw his Excellency’s attention to the fact stated m Mr. Hawkshaw s letter, which 
appears to me to prove that tile police could not fairly be snspccted of being par- 
tizans of the two Protestant candidates, viz. that six out of the nine of which the 
party was composed were Uoman-catholics. 

I have, &c., ,-.1 

(signed) J. Harvey, Inspector General. 

Sir William Gosset, K.C.H. 



P S .-1 have omitted to state, that evidence might have been produced, that tlie 
shots said to have been hoard by the 1st evidence (Patrick Mahoiiy) on his way 
home were fired by a tenant of Mr. Kavanagh’s, (who resides about a mile and 
a half from the tLn) in defending his house from an » “P™ 

by some of the “ peaceable ” persons returning from the illummation. 



(signed) 



J.H. 



Court-house, Borris, Monday, 6 April i835- 

Cm TTativey havine attended at Borris pursuant to adjournment, pro- 

Sir John evidences, called by the Rev. Messrs. Walsh and 

ceeds to exarnine i ^ ® Ijieh they have preferred against Chief Con- 

Buggy, nr suppoit ef Borris, for their conduct on the evening of 

"IrwScTfire |n--tions were go. to celebrate .he return of 

Colonel Bruen and Mr. Kavanagh. 

Pirst Evidence.-P^nd the 

that he came into the town of Borr B ^ evening- 

bonfire and illuminations which they turn of Colonel Bruen and Mr. Ka- 

of the 20th January last, to celebrate t friends accordingly. About 

vanagh. Walked up and down “e Jafthink W 

eight o’clock, as near as he caniecolle , ■ . . ,o return with him, was pro- 
having promised to call for a comrade who wished to return , 

>98. 
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ceedinp accordingly towards the place where lie liad appointed to meet him, 
John Kavanagh.” He was accompanied by Morris J-'olcy, wlieii they met 
Mr. Hawksbavv, Serjeant Lindsey and the police, uearly opposite tiic cliapd-gate, 
drivino- a great number oC the people before them, in the direction of Mr. Whit- 
ney’s end of the village. J'he police had their bayonots fixed; tlic imople were 
moving off quietly before them. Did not see the jiolice strike or injure any of 
the people, but heard Serjeant Idiulsey threaten a little giid llial lu; would stick 
her to the wall for shouting. Deponent asked the chief eonstcibl(; leave to pass 
up the street, but Mr. IJawkshaw said, “ You must go lioiiu.! and he was 
forced back with the rest of the ])COple. Says the. coudncL of the people \va.s 
extremely orderly and quiet. Know's the police barrack; .saw a liglit iu Hie 
upper windows on that evening. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Hazekshmv. Was not stopped or intcid'ercd with by the 
police except at the time he has mentioned ; vix. nearly oppo.sile iho cbiqicl. ileard 
that there had been some window broken on that day. Did not see any stones 
thrown though lie was up and down through the street the whole evening. iStones 
might have been thrown without liis seeing it. IJeard that one had been thrown at 
Mr. Charles Corkran’s window. Heard several shots fired uftci' be bad left the 
town. Could not say whether they proceeded from tlie big house or from the 
streets of the town. Was not walking with Mr. Buggy or Mr. Jlawk.sluiw during 
that evening.' 



Second Evidence . — Morris Foky, of Bnrmona. Was in the town of J 3 orri.s on 
the evening of the 20tli of January last. Mel Ihitrick Midmiiy iu the street on 
that evening, and walked about with him. About eight o’clock Mahoiiy jmoposed 
to deponent to accompany him up the street to Paddy Dwyer's, to look for a boy 
from Knockro, a friend of his, whom lie had promised to take Imme ivitli him. 
Deponent objected to going, urging he was afraid to face tin; police, as ho saw 
them then driving the people out before them. Mahony said he would usk the 
chief constable for leave to pass. Deponent then consented to go with Iiiinj 
and he, deponent, was the first to ask Mr. Hiuvk.sliaw for leave, sayino' he did 
not belong to the body, but wanted to get into the town on bii.siiio.ss. NL-. Hawk- 
sliaw answered be did not care what he belonged to, that he must cjuit the town ; 
at the same time he pushed deponent on. The people were driven by the police 
as far as Mr._Whitney’s. Deponent then went home, accompanied by Patrick 
Mahony. Was up and down the streets several times during that evening, and 
he remarked to Mahony that he had never seen the people so’ orderly or so nulot 
Police were stationed at Mr. Corkran’s house. Heard his window liad been 
broken, and heard ;ni expression of disapprobation of the act among .several of 
the people; many of whom went away Iiorae in conseciucuce of this act. Cannot 
swear that he saw the police barrack illuminated on the evening in riucstion. 
baw no person with fire-arms except the police. Hoard no shots fired tliat 
evening while in the town, but beard shots and ,saw fire-W'ork.s from lii.s own house 
alter he and Mahony went home. 

Cross-examined by Mr. llimhshatv. Heard no sliols fired from any other place 
01 quarter except tlie town of Horris. Heard a report a few days afterwards that’ 
Itie house of John K avanagli of Cansliall was attacked on the night of the 20th ; 

I ed '^he " , ’y sustained any injury. Heard that Corkrans window 

laa oecn bioken Saw one or two policemen seiilrio.s at the door. Mr. Hawk- 

Mr’Howk’f' ‘ '^'= 1 ”"'"' '"S pushed him on. Did not see 

S he dl '' 1 ° ‘ "“‘"S' “"y °"u- Ilawkshaw 

In belonged to, or what he was; he mu.st lease the 

town. Saw no sticks or wattles m the hands of the people that oyoniiiLr Made 
Was“a*d to‘°l .""!|?trate of Mr. Hawksimw’., conduct towards him. 
evidenre^ ^ ^ ^ ( 4 *) to attend here to give his 



eveuino o’f1l!rfo,r‘^rf’ “f Kilualtrum. Wa.s in the town on the 

Paddv^nrvvp,.’. n" ‘ "1 January. Was assailed by tw'd policemen opposite to 
him^fin^IZr o r““’ * '?'* »he collar of his coat anS dragged 

the butt of ’ueman stripng him at the same time betwixt the shoulders with 
DeVond™ ’aT “* of “‘0 town for a poppy, 

them to send hh>” tiotliing amiss, and that it was time enough for 

Z'cliTe JZfT o" pT '■'= ’“‘^1 "Ot bl able 

feco„mse any ol the polidemen who thus assailed him. Never saw the people 

quieter 
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quieter on any occasion tlian that evening. The only ■window he heard of 
being broke was Mr. Coricran’s. Saw four police at his door. Saw no illumina- 
tion ut the police barracks. 

Cross-examined. — Saw a few hand-sticks with some of the boys. No one was 
present when he weis assaulted by the police. Made no complaint to any 
magi.strsitc, or to the chief constable, or to Serjeant Lindsay, about his treatment. 
Drank 5i little tluit evening. Drank only two glasses of whi.skey tit Mr. Flaherty’s. 
Was not iutcrierod with by any of the police on that evening except on the 
ocea,sion tibovc rolcrred to. Did not hear of any boys from the county of Kil- 
kenny, or Killingar in the county of Wexford, being in Bsrris on the evening 
of the 20th. 



B'’ourLli Evidence . — Michad Kavanagh, of Ballinagrain. Was coming into the 
town of Borvis I'rom towards Whitney’s, when he was met near Pat Burn's by four 
or five policemen, who told him he should go no further. One of them gave him 
a push, and knocked him against the wall, and he fell down upon his hands and 
feet ; and another policeman made as if he was going to stab him with his 
buyonct, and .swore he would do so. Would not be able to recognise the police- 
iticn if he saw thciii. Does not know of any acquaintance who witnessed the 
Transiicliou, Deponent slipped past the policemen, and came up to where the 
bonfire wei.s. Was not molested while there. Saw the police barrack illuminated; 
both the upj)cr and lower windows, as well as the Court-house. Never saw the 
peo[)le quieter iluui they were on that evening. 

(jross-oxaiiiined, — Has been in the police barracks once. Was in them for an 
assfuilt. I.H certain that all the windows of the police barrack were illuminated. 
Mentioned his haviiig boon assaulted by the police to several persons on the fol- 
lowing (lay ; said he had been attacked but not hurt. Did not hear of anybody 
having been hurt. Was not afraid of remaining in the town after the place had 
become (juioier. 



FifthEvidencc.— Pr/^;’fc/c 7 JLt-,ofBallymartin. Wa.s standing opposite the bonfire 
on the evening of tlic 20th January, when he heard Serjeant Lindsay say to a man 
of the name of Barron, in reply to some question or remark addressed to the 
Serjeant by this Bari'on, “ we will bayonet them.” This was said in the beamig 
of a man of the name of Matthew Burn ; but deponent does not know exactly 
what coirversution it referred to, but he had previously heard Barron ask the ser- 
icaiU “ what was the cause which brought all the people into the town. Saw the 
\vindows of the police barrack illuminated, and in some of the panes two candles. 
T’Ikj pt'0])l(i conducted themselves peaceably. Thinks that every house on the 
same side with the court-house, except that of James Kelly, was iltummaled, from 
the police barrack and upwards. Did not see the pc^lice do any thing to the 
people that evening. Tliinks he was at home before nine oclock, 

Cros.s-oxamined.-rieard that there was to be a great assembly of peop e, and 
a great boafire on the evening of the eotl. Jaauary. Thinks it a good thing o 
have the streets well lighted when there are groat crow, Is collected on an, 
.occasion. 

Sixth Evidence,— iVaHSeiB Burn, of Bnlkmartin. Constable pndsay was 
standing nhl deponent on the evening of the goth. Heard hnn talkmg to some 
one. bnt did not hoaC.what he said. Saw the police barracks dlnmmatcd oa^t 
say all the windows, but double candles m some of the panes. Saw the pobce 
through the door and windows, making motions as if they '' “IS 
Did not remain long in town, Imvurg a s.ck ch.ld at home. The people conducted 
tbenisolves quietly wliile he was in town. 

No cross-examination. 

Sixth Evidence—IlBmi* Bourn,, of Scortree. Was returning from the forge 

sixtn ijViQcnce illumination, when ‘lub-eonstable Wiggins 

policeman '':<tnt ar^- J „ any body. Made no complaint to any magis- 
"Tre der^y. 'Heard thatCorkeran-s wtndows^^^ 

19X 
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broke after lie came out of Lynch’s. As far as he saiv, the [icople condueled 
themselves quietly. 

Cross-examined. — Was much alarmed at tlie attack upon liim l>y the ]}oIiceinan. 
The policeman might have hurt him, l)ad he been so decide<L Did not hurt him. 
There might be 20 or 30 passing Corkran’s house at the .same time that he was. 

■ Sixth Evidence,— Widow Naoland, of Scortree. Came into the town on the 
evening of the illuniination. Wa,s met by the police, who drove all the people 
down the street. Witness, with .some other women, took refuge in the chapel- 
yard, from whence they were driven by Mr. Mawksbaw and u party of police, 
when she went home.’* Saw no stones thrown. Thinks the people were peaceable. 
Does not know whctlier the police barracks wore illuminated. 

Seventh Evidence,— Lynch, of Eorris, .son of Ector I.yncli. Saw Sub-con- 
stable Wiggins follow Denni.s Bourne acros.s the street I'roin Mr. Corkrun’s, with iii.s 
carbine and fixed bayonet, driving him across the street. Baiinit; jiut the bayoiiot 
aside with his hand, and then his father opened the door, and let him into the 
house, where be remained about ten miuutey, and then went honie. The police 
had been about half an lioiir in front of Mr. Coikmn’s door liefore the attack 
upon Bourne. Heard the noise of tlie breaking of Coj'kruii’s window, but did nut 
sec it done. 

Cro.ss-exaniincd. — Saw strangers in the town tliat evening. Sau' no wattles, but 
some hand-sticks. There were lictwixt 10 and 20 people in the street at the time 
Burn took refuge in his father’s house. 

Messrs. Walsh and Buggy having intimated their intention of not calling any 
further evidence at pre.sent, Mr. tlawkshaw is called upon to bring forward what 
he may have to urge in his defence. Calls the following evidences : — 

First Evidence. — Robert Doyne, Esq, J. P., being duly su-orn, statc.s that be saw 
a large collection of people (wliicb ap])eared to deponent to con.sist chiefly of 
strangers) as.sembled opposite to the llevcfrcnd Mr. Walsh’s hou.se, on the evening 
of the 20th January, almost the whole of them liaviiig sticks, bludgcon.s, &c. in 
their hands. Deponent had previously heard that a large coiicour.se of people 
(particularly from a distance) was expected to colh'ct at Bonds on the ovening of 
the illumination; he felt it I'iglit to con.sult with Mr. Kavnuagli, ti brother magis- 
trate, as to the steps proper to be taken. It was then directed to call upon the 
detachment of troops from Gore.shridge, which was accordingly done, and they 
arrived about half-past nine o’clock. J'he assemblage of person's above described, 
paraded the town in a riotous manner, shouting, &c. One man he recollects in 
particular carrying an alpin (a long stick) on liis shoulder; moreover, deponent 
ijad been a[)pliecl to by Mr. Charles Corkerari, begging him to make arrangements 
for aflbrding protection to him, self, and other peaceable inhabitants of the town. 
Deponent observing what appeared to him a decided dis|.iositioii on the part of 
the people to commit a riot (thi.s occurred |)revious to tlie arrival of the troops), 
felt it his duty to see the chief constable, and to give him orders to pntrole the 
streets o1 the town. Deponent thinks it proper to stale that there appeared an 
evident reliiciance on the part of the chief constable to comply with his wishes, 
which he had accordingly to repeat, when of course the order’was complied with. 
Deponent remained in readiness to act with the troops in the support of the police 
if circuiii.stance.s had rendered it neces,sary, 

^Cross-examined by 'Measys. /Va/sh and Buggy . — Thinks it was about nine 
o clock when he considered the people to be particularly disposed to be disorderly ; 
thinks that the ladies of Boiri.s House, protected as tliey were, would not be 
deterred from walking in the streets of the town to witness the illumination. 
Saw at least 200 people opposite to Mr. Walsh's house, they then pas.sod up the 
street, passing deponent’-s house, where some of them hooted, and on this occasion 
he observed that tliey were armed with bludgeons, &c., as already described. 
This was considerably before the arrival of the military, indeed early in the 
evening, and it was that circumstance, and the application of Mr. Corkeran for 
protection, w hich decided Mr- Kavanagh and deponent to send for the troops from 
Goresbridge. Deponent considered it might be dangerous to allow so large and 
tumultuously-disposed an assemblage of persons to continue in the village, without 
having at bis disposal a force sufficient to control and disper,sc them, if necessary. 
Jt was not found necessary to call in the military. 

Second 
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Second Evidence. — Mr. Charles Corkeran, of Borris, sworn. Having been very 
ill-treated in Graignamana upon a former election (when he narrowly escaped with 
his life) in consequence of having- voted for Colonel Bruen and Mr. Kavauagh, 
and having been informed that a number of persons from that town were expected 
to come into Borris on the night of the illumination on the 20th January, deponent 
felt it right to call upon the police authorities to afford him protection. He did 
accordingly apply to Mr. Doyne, stating that he apprehended some ill-treatment. 
In consequence, as he believes, of this application, Serjeant Lindsay of the police 
called on him, and informed deponent that arrangements would be made for his 
protection, and that he need be under no apprehension. In the early part of the 
afternoon of the 20th, deponent saw a great number of strangers and others that 
he knew were not in the interest of Mr. Kavauagh, coming into Borris. Every 
thing however proceeded quietly until the commencement of the illumination ; 
but soon after deponent’s house was lit up, a great number of people assembled 
opposite to his house, and began to call him names, and to groan, by which he was 
very much alarmed, particularly as he saw no police patrol a.s he had e.xpectecl. 
Deponent therefore sent his servant again to require police [)rotection ; in con- 
sequence of this message Mr. Hawkshaw came to deponent and begged of him 
not to urge the police being sent. Deponent replied, “ that a burnt child dreads 
the fire,” and he must insist on being protected ; two or three policemen were then 
sent, but previous to their arrival, two stones had been thrown against the door 
and the house, but without doing any harm ; but after the arrival of the police, 
a stone came from the opposite side and went through the window, breaking only 
one pane of glass. The people continued their abuse of deponent, and the police 
remained for his protection. Large bodies of people passed his bouse frequently 
during the evening, many of whom had sticks. In reply to a question, deponent 
states that he had reason to believe that he had been rendered very obnoxious to 
a numerous body of bis fellow-subjects, not only by having voted for particular 
individuals, but by the circulation of a report that he had upon a certain occasion 
drank or proposed a highly obnoxious toast, which report he begs leave iiuBt dis- 
tinctly to take this occasion of stating upon his oath, is an absolute and malicious 
falsehood. Cannot state that he saw any person from Graigue on the evening of 
the 20th January. 

Third Evidence.— . 9 . C. P. Neale was sentry at Mr. Corkeran’s door. Saw the 
window broke by a stone which appeared to come from the opposite side of the 
street ; thinks there were a couple of hundred persons ^ some of them had sticks ; 
heard shouting in the course of the evening ; saw no other stones thrown ; did not 
see the people commit any riot, beyond shouting and walking up and down 
the street. 



Fourth Evidence.— Constable John Lindsay. Saw a large body of people 
opposite to Mr. Walsh s door at an early hour of the evening of the 201I1 January, 
from whence they moved up the street eight or ten deep, and having, sticks and 
cudgels &c. under their arms. As they passed the police barracks, they groaned 
for the police, calling them “cabbage eaters and stir-about eaters;” meaning 
partizans of Mr. Kavanagh. At a late hour in the evening, vvhen the police 
party ■ under Mr. Hawkshaw, was halted near Mr. Whitneys house, the mob 
turned round and faced the police, when the Rev. Mr. Buggy advanced from 
amongst them, when some conversation took place betwixt Mr. Hawkshaw and 
Mr Buesv The former stated that his police had beeu shock with stones, and 
the ranks ktempted tobehroken; Mr. Boggy answered, that he would be the 
last man to allow Mr. Hawkshaw and the police of Boms to be attacked, for that 
Mr. Hawkshaw had always done his duty like a gentleman. Mr. Buggy added, 
that he would be responsible for the good behaviour of the crowd, haw no 
stones thrown himself, but it was reported to him by his police that they had been 
Struck by stones. 

Fifth Evidence.— iS. C. Mm Cranstoun. Was one of the party of police with 
which chief constable Hawkshaw was proceeding down the street of Borns on 
the evening of the 20th January, when he was struck in the hack by a stone, 
somewhere about Mr. Whelan's or Mr. Corkeran s, to the best of his belief. 

Sixth Evidence.— i'. C. Patrick Mac Kama. Was struck by a stone on hi. 
way down the street, as one of Mr. Hawkshaw’s party, on the evening of the 
20th January. ^ ^ 
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i6 CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO ATTENDANCE OF 

Seventh Evidence.^Rev. llkhard Buggy. In reply to a question from Mr. 
Havvkahaw, the Rev. Mr. Buggy states, that in order to prevent the people from 
getting intotticafed, he collected them in the sclioohhousc, (m a room about 40 
feet by 20, which might contain from 200 to 300 persons,) and caused a glass of 
whiskey to be served out to a certain number of them, but no man had more than 
one glass as far as he believes. In reply to anotlter question, Mr. Buggy states, 
that he does not believe that the peofile had any intention of committing a riot; 
hut adds, that if they had by any accident become intoxicated, it would not be 
possible to answer for tlieir conduct. Saw only one man really diunk amongst 

*''Eighth°Evidence.— Mr William Phdan, publican: Stale.s that about five gal- 
lons of whiskey was sent over by him to the school-boose, on the evening of the 
20th January ; iras occasionally in the streets, and did not see any disposition to 
riot on the part of the people. 

Ninth Evidence.— Mr. .John Godilan. States that his windows were broken 011 
the evening of the 20th January ; saw a great number of persons in diU'erclit parts 
of the street. 

(Closed.) 

(signed) J- J-Iamcy, 

Borris, 6th April 1835. Inspector (.Jcneral. 



Sir, Borris, Goresbridge, 7th Af)ril 1835. 

With reference to the investigation held by you at Borris on yesterday, to 
inquire into charges prefeved against me and the police, by the liev- Messrs. 
Walsh and Buggy, of Borris, 1 trust that the evidence adduced, not only 011 my 
defence, by also by my prosecutors, has been such as to exonerate me and my 
party. 

From the lateness of the hour at which I entered on my defence, 1 really forgot 
to allude as fully as I would wish in my stateir;ent to the lighting of the police 
barrack. On the day in que.stion I dined at Mr. Kavanagh’s, where I was sent 
for, and on coming into the village, admit that I saw the lights complained of 
as an illumination, but iny immediate attention having been directed to the 
extreme end of the town where the mob had congregated, T quite forgot at the 
moment to inquire the cause. I did so after, and being informed that lights were 
put up by the women in the barrack solely for the puiqiose of saving the windovvs 
from being broken. With respect to tlie police being partixans, I slioiild suppose 
such was not the case, two-thirds of the party stationed in Borris being Roman- 
catholics. 

I have, &c. 

Sir John Harvey, (signed) If. Ilcmkuhaw, C. C. 

&c. &c. 



Sir, Dublin Castle, 14th April 1835. 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to inform yon, that lii.s FvXccllcncy has 
carefully perused all the documents relating to the complaint preferred by your- 
self, and the B.everend Messrs. Walsh and Buggy, respecting the conduct of the 
police at Borris, on the 20th of January, and the illumination of the police bar- 
rack, on the occasion of the illumination of the town for the return of the mem- 
bers to Parliament for the county of Carlow. 

Flis Excellency remarks that, in your memorial addressed to him, attributing 
to the conduct of Mr. Doyne the excitement which existed in that part of the 
county, you make the following statement ; 

“ He (Mr. Doyne) caused fireworks and illuminations to be got up, to cele- 
brate the return of Colonel Bruen and Mr. Kavanagh. Numbers of the country 
people attended, and were conducting themselves most peaceably and orderly, 
when they were driven by Mr. Mawkshaw and the police out of the town, the 
police acting as partizans by illuminating their barrack.s. This treatment so irri- 
tated the people, that, had one of your memorialists not interfered, the most 
deplorable consequences might have ensued.” 

: - It 
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It appears, however, from the evidence on the investigation by Sir John 
Harvey, that the police acted under the orders of a magistrate ; that that order 
was repeated before they did act, and that it was not given without adequate 
reason. 

The evidence, also, does not by any means substantiate the assertion, that the 
people were conducting themselves in a most peaceable and orderly manner, but 
rather leads to a contrary conclusion. Fortunately, no serious disturbance took 
place ; but bis Excellency cannot avoid expressing his opinion, that this was rather 
owing to the timely interposition of the civil power, than to the mode adopted by 
Mr. Buggy for the prevention of intoxication, by causing whiskey to be given to 
the people. This, to say the least of it, the Lord Lieutenant cannot but consider 
as an act of great indiscretion ; though, at the same time, his Excellency does not 
overlook the statement of Mr. Buggy, that his influence was afterwards used in 
preventing the people from attacking the police, and that he would be responsible 
for their good behaviour. 

Upon the whole, his Excellency does not see any reason to impute blame to 
Mr. Hawkshaw or to the police for their conduct in the streets of Borris on this 
occasioi5. 

His Excellency observes, however, with regret, that the barracks were, if not 
generally, at least partially, illuminated. Mr. Hawkshaw states that they were 
illuminated by the women, to prevent the vvindows being broken ; this, certainly, 
is no valid excuse. There ought never to be any illumination or any party mani- 
festation whatever at police barracks. But it seems that Mr. Hawkshaw was 
ignorant of this act of indiscretion or timidity on the part of the women in the 
barrack at the time the candles were placed in the windows, and that, though he 
was afterwards aware of it, his attention was so much occupied at the other end of 
the town, that it did not occur to him to order the lights to be extinguished. 
This the Lord Lieutenant regrets, but, under the circumstances of the case, and 
considering the testimony borne to Mr. Hawkshaw’s character and conduct, his 
Excellency would thiiik it unjust not to accept his excuse; and he therefore 
refrains from passing upon him any censure ; but he has been admonished to be 
duly vigilant in preventing any such manifestation in future. 

Having thus, in obedience to the Lord Lieutenants commands, stated the 
impression made upon his Excellency’s mind by the investigation of this affair, 
I am, in conclusion, to express his Excellency s hope, that the whole matter will be 
buried in oblivion by all parlies. 

I have, See. 

(signed) JVilliam Gosset. • 

The Rev. J. Walsh, P.P., 

Borris, Goresbridge- 



Dublin Castle. 



(True Copies.) 

(signed) WILLIAM GOSSET. 
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